In early January the Union forces began their offensive, with Gen-
4l George H. Thomas winning a victory against a Confederate force
nder the command of Major General George B. Crittenden at Mill
oings.'2 This almost broke the right flank of the Confederate line. Then
oy in January Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote pushed pre-
grations for a combined land and water assault against Forts Henry
Donelson. On February 6, Ft. Henry surrendered to Foote;'3 the
ovement against Donelson began immediately. Here, with gunboats
rgely ineffective due to the high ground on which the fort was
yated, Grant's army played the major role in forcing the fort to sur-
mder on February 16.14 The Confederate line of defense was now
gached at a critical point. Johnston realized that his position was un-
noble and withdrew from Kentucky, evacuated Nashville, and soon
ncentrated his army at Corinth, Mississippi. Grant scon moved South
d was encamped at Pittsburgh Landing on the Tennessee River, some
enty miles from Corinth.15

Captain Charles Cooper Nott and the
Battle of Lockridge’s Mills

Lonnie E. Maness

In the eastern theater of operations the first large scale batt],
the Civil War occurred on July 21, 1861, at Manassas Junction or
Run, and it was an overwhelming success for the Confederacy.l
been maintained that this victory should have been followed up by
immediate march on Washington. Even Lincoln thought the Davis
ministration should have made the attempt.2 But this was not done,
thus all but small scale engagements ended in the east until early 1

But this was not the case in the western theater, where
forces made some important gains in 1861 and early 1862. Kent
and Missouri were important border slave siates that remained |
to the Union even though a large minority of their people were w
and otherwise active in their support for the Confederacy. In bot
these states there was a good deal of fighting in 1861 and early |
In Missouri, where the administration of Governor Claiborne Jac
was pro-Southern in its sympathy, there were people all over the
who wanted Missouri to join the Confederacy.? This sentiment ang
attitude of Governor Jackson led to fighting at Oak Hills or Wilson's €
on August 10, 1861, and to more fighting at Lexington, which &
rendered after a three day siege on September 20, 1861. The eri
battle of Pea Ridge or Elkhorn Tavern, on March 7-8, 1862, effect
put Missouri in the Union column.# '

The stage was now set for one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil
ar. Johnston was determined on attacking; the battle plans were
awn up by Pierre G. T. Beauregard, approved by Johnston, and the
grch north began. The Battle of Shiloh was fought on April 6-7, 1862,
d it was a narrow victory for the Federal forces.'® Dennis K. McDaniel
s well stated that when the battle was over the "tactical advantage
d strategic initiative in the west had lain firmly in the hands of the
hion Army. But the dispersion of the Shiloh Army and the extreme slow-
s with which General Henry W. Halleck moved on Corinth, Mississippi,
om Shiloh dissipated this advantage.'''7 Bruce Catton tells us that
ny units of this army were scattered for the purpose of “rebuilding
d guarding a network of railway lines, occupying cities and country
fisons, worrying about supply depots, and in general waiting to see
at the Rebels were going to do next.” !8 In short, this type of activity
5 typical of most Federal infantry units that were in West Tennessee
llowing the Battle of Shiloh.

In Kentucky a similar situation existed. There was much figh
with almost the entire Kentucky State Guard, commanded by Ge
Simon B. Buckner, going over to the Confederacy. Columbus wa
cupied by General Leonidas Polk's troops, Paducah was occupied
Grant's forces,> and General Felix K. Zollicoffer led four Confed
regiments through the Cumberland Gap to Cumberland Ford.6 The :
was being set for a lot of fighting, as at Wild Cat Mountain
17, 1861),7 Ivy Creek (November 8, 1861),8 Middle Creek (Januar
1862),° and at Mill Springs or Logan's Cross Roads (January 19, 18
Thus, by early 1862, Kentucky was relatively safe for the Uniof
part of the state was still occupied by troops under General Albert S
Johnston's command and many of its people were strongly pre
federate.

In the weeks and months after Shiloh the Union Army occupied
5t Tennessee, but Confederate cavalry units operated almost at will
bughout the area during this same time. On April 10, for example,
gonel William H. Jackson, writing from his headquarters at Trenton,
hessee, to his commander, General Pierre G. T. Beauregard, at
finth, Mississippi, reported that he had just completed a five day
Uting mission in the direction of Hickman, Kentucky, and had no prob-
I at all with Union cavalry. He spent some time in the vicinity of Island
L 10, one night at Union City, and then he moved to the area of Dres-
and vicinity. It was Jackson's opinion that he could continue to
Tate in this same general area with little trouble, but he admitted
' he had to be careful because there was considerable Union senti-
it among the people in “the upper country,” meaning in Weakley,
Iy, and surrounding counties. The management of these Union men,
fson reported, "'is one of the most delicate and perplexing of all to
" “"Our southern friends,”" he said, “"beseech me not to interfere with
‘Union men, since they will be certain to report them, and thereby
9 down a retaliation on the part of the Federal troops much more

By late 1861 and early 1862 the Confederacy's western baftl
stretched westward from Cumberland Gap, in the east, to Bowling !
Johnston's headquarters, and on to Columbus, Kentucky, and
Madrid, Missouri. Strong forts, Henry and Donelson, were estab
on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers. To defend this 400 mile
line Johnston had 50,000 men. On the other hand, General Her
Halleck (“Old Brains''), the Union commander in the west with |
quarters at St. Louis, had an army of more than 100,000 men with'
to advance against the Confederates.!! Johnston's task was a
ficult one!
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harsh and severe than any that we could have the heart to show
enemies. | have therefore defermined not to arrest any Union
pathizers unless known to be aiding and abetting the enemy." 19 |
ing about his problems Jackson also reported that the citizens of W
ley and Obion counties had little disposition to sell his commangd
provisions because they did not want to take Confederate paper m
in payment. He also reported that all was quiet on his line and expre
the opinion that he could maintain his pesition by “sending out
time fo time strong scouting parties to operate in the country about |
City and Dresden."" 20

During the months after Forts Henry and Donelson fell Federal
glry patrols were sent out frequently from Forts Henry and Heiman
s Henry and Weakley counties. One such expedition, under Major
effer, was sent out in early May by Colonel William W. Lowe, the
amander of the 5th lowa Cavalry—sometimes called the Curtis’ Horse.
lonel Lowe had received information that the Confederate cavalry was
ing supplied from time to time with various contraband articles,”
o+ as ''supplies of medicines, etc., taken from Paducah.” ?* He wanted
put an end to this trade with the enemy, and so Colonel Lowe sent
sior Shaeffer with part of three companies, about 125 men, to do
mething about this matter.25

General Beauregard was anxious to maximize his position by i
ting as much pressure on the enemy lines of communications as he ¢
And so orders were sent to Colonel Thomas Claiborne to take o
command of his and Jackson's regiments and by the utmost viger
secrecy to march on Paducah, Kentucky, and “capture its garrison,
destroy the large amount of stores understood to have been accumuy
there." While the movement was in progress Claiborne was to pas
the false information that he was the advance guard of General
Dorn's army which was moving north.2! Hopefully, this would sg
fear in the ranks of the enemy, cause them to overestimate the si
the Confederate force, and in general make Claiborne’'s mission e

The lead company under the command of Captain Charles Cooper
ft started out at daybreak on May 2 for Paris. As they moved out in
e calm of the morning, "'it was a picture of peace and safety; and no
ldiers ever moved more joyously than we, or seemed less likely to be
sitives and prisoners before the march should be done.” Captain Nott
ived in Paris without incident and was joined there in the afternoon
Major Shaeffer and the rest of the command.?6 While most of the
mmand stayed in Paris so that their horses could be shod,?” Captain
it, as a security precaution, was ordered to take his squadron to the
of Mrs. Ayres which was some three miles from Paris. Arriving at
Ayres farmhouse, Nott was met by the grey haired lady of the house
a prominent secessionist who had one son serving as a member of the
mfederate government in Richmond and another that was serving with
wuregard. He told her that he hated to intrude but that he had orders
do so. Mrs. Ayres replied that this was a very unpleasant situation
therself and her daughter since they were alone. She wanted Nott and
smen to go somewhere else, but the captain explained that they would
ot be harmed as none of his men would be allowed to enter the house
f would any of his men be guilty of any rudeness. But Mrs. Ayres per-
ted in her position saying, | am a secessionist, sir; | am opposed to
 Union. | scorn to deny my principles. Of course you will do as you
bose, sir. | am a woman, and unprotected, and you have a company
isoldiers; | can offer no resistance.”” Nott told her that he admired her
terity, but he now cut the argument short and had his men make
Np in the woods to the right of her house.28

The two Confederate regiments began their movement immedie
On May 4 Claiborne was joined by Jackson at McKenzie's Station;
entire force of about 1,250 men now marched to Paris to attack |
ported Federal force of some 250 to 500 men. The Confederate trog
converged on Paris in three columns in order to surround it and to |
cept the Federals should they try to escape toward Ft. Heiman. Ab
p.m. Claiborne entered Paris, but he discovered that the Federals
already left, having done so at 10 a.m. that morning in a move
toward Dresden. Claiborne now detached one column under Lie
Colonel Pell and sent it to Boydsville. Claiborne and Jackson pushe
toward Dresden with the rest of the command—having to contend
a night of unusual darkness and rain''—until they reached the Co
house, a family of strong Union sympathizers.2

It was now about 1:30 a.m., May 5. Claiborne talked with
Cowan, deceived her into belisving that he was a Union officer,
obtained from her all the information she had about Federal troo
ments in the vicinity. He was told that one James Allen had bro
formation to Major Carl Shaeffer de Boernstein, the commander @
cavalry unit that had left Paris at 10 a.m. on the 4th, fo the effectt
force of about 3000 Federal cavalry was moving toward Paris. Claik
received even more information from Mrs. Cowan’s Negro boy, Wi
who thought he was talking to an abolitionist. If this were true Clai
realized that his plans for taking Paducah would be frustrated; Ce
Jackson agreed, as did Major Wicks. And so the decision was now'
to continue the pursuit of the Federal cavalry that had left Paris ©
4th and give battle.?® Perhaps something could be salvaged frof
mission!

About an hour or so later Mrs. Ayres sent for Captain Nott, and he
Ponded immediately. Entering the house, which was large and well
Mished, he soon fully realized that the lady of the house was far
Perior in education, intelligence, and position to most of the country
Bple with whom he had come in contact. Mrs. Ayres had recovered
M her first alarm and now offered to serve all the officers tea and
$ let them sleep in the house for the night. This offer was declined,
#Nott did agree to spend some time with Mrs. Ayres and her daughter.
®ems that the lady of the house wanted the captain to hear her
Ughter play the piano, since she was very accomplished at it. He was
i escorted into another room of the house where there was a beauti-
Piano made by William Hall and Sons, New York. The captain began
'8e| ot home. The piano had come from New York and so had he. For
*Next hour he was entertained by the seventeen-year-old Miss Ayres.
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white house tha! was surrounded by a garden, and, of course, §
was a mill at this location. It was now about & p.m. Major Shaeffer
cided that the command would bivouac there for the night, but he §
the command to be ready to ride at @ moment's notice. The first, secg
and third squadrons, all of the men except for the pickets that were
out, began to unsaddle their horses and make camp.®® Captain W
Haw and 45 men constituted the three picket lines that were establis|
Haw was sure that the Confederate cavalry was not far behind th
that they would scon be attacked, and what he wanted to do wa
guard against o surprise attack.3?

The pickets had been posted for about twenty minutes when Colg
Claiborne's command made its appearance,® having come thre
Palmersville to Stephenson’s Mill on the Obion, and then on to L
ridge's Mills. As the attack commenced Captain Nott had just wa
across the little garden and laid his hand on the gate. Now there
a scramble for the horses; they had to be saddled, and this took fi
Major Shaeffer ordered the command to fall back across the Obion:
destroy the bridge. Soon Captain Nott had his men in line of battle,
Major Shaeffer was not in sight. The Confederate column was fast
proaching and with guns blazing. Nott was the ranking officer on
field and he toock command. His first thought was to check the adva
then cross the bridge and destroy it. While Nott and his men were
ting ready to put up a delaying action the second squadron rus
frantically across the barnyard fence and squarely in front of his ¥
Soon all was confusion, and the Confederate cavalry was now U
them. Men and horses were being killed and wounded all over:
battlefield. All who could escape now raced for the bridge, with m
of the command being able to cross over. However, there was no!
to destroy the structure. In the running battle Captain Ballentine, o
Confederate cavalry, mortally wounded Major Shaeffer; Captain W
Haw and H. V. Minden were wounded and captured, and the sa
true for many other Federal cavalrymen.!

The retreat and pursuit continued for some 14 miles, with No
command again after Major Shaeffer had fallen near the brid
wanted to lead his men toward Hickman, Kentucky, but his ge
missed the Hickman road and so what was left of the command
tinued on northward along the Paducah road. Some of Claiborne’s
were able to get in front of the retreating Federals, taking up posil
in the woods and bushes on the side of the road. When Nott ang
men came by they opened fire; men were hit, prisoners were taken,
another wild stampede began. Captain Nott's horse went wild and €
not be stopped. It left the main road, rushed through the woods;
ran over a fallen tree. In the fall Nott was dazed and his right arm
rendered useless. He could hear the enemy cavalry coming, buf
passed by without noticing the captain. He was scon alone in the @
woods 42

During the next several days Nott travelled on foot, first north!
and then eastward. His objective was Paducah. At night he uset
North Star to guide him, but by this time he was very weak af
times he became delirious. He was soon very thirsty and hungry. Fifl
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decided to take a chance and stop at a house for aid. The one he
wose was the home of James Mills, a Union man, the first of several
ch men who would give him aid and comfort in his effort to reach
> Union line and safety. After giving Nott some food, Mills took him
ythe home of Henry Chunn, some three miles distance. There Nott spent
e night, and the next day he was taken to the home of Edward
logness, who ungrudgingly stopped his work in the field fo help him.
uddles were put on his work animals, and after several miles of riding
and Nott came to the home of a Mr. Wade, a South Carolinian. They
ere soon on their way again, going first to see Wade's brother-in-law.
\was here that they learned that some 400 Confederate cavalrymen
gre af Farmington, some four miles away. The escape was now becom-
g more hazardous! But after being aided by several other loyal Union
milies Nott finally arrived in Paducah, and he was immediately hos-
italized for surgery and recuperation.®3

In reporting on the Battle of Lockridge's Mills the Memphis Daily
peal, a pro-Southern paper, claimed a great victory for Colonels Clai-
orne and Jackson. Their command of 1500 men had "'bagged the whole
mmand, officers and all,” said the paper, “a unit consisting of some
)0 men."” The report had it that 175 were captured and some 20 were
lled or wounded.** The Nashville Daily Union, a pro-Northern paper,
ported essentially the same thing.% However, these statistics are some-
overstated. Colonel Lowe tells us that the Federal force consisted
1125 men,* and Captains Haw and Minden put the figure at 130.4
ws, the Federal force was not quite as large as the Memphis Daily
ppeal claimed it to be. Furthermore, the Daily Appeal was also wrong
) the size of the Confederate force. Colonel Claiborne listed his entire
ice at 1250 men, and some of those at the time of the battle were on
stached duty in the Boydsville area under the command of Lieutenant
dlonel Pell. Claiborne also reported that his troopers killed 6 of the
iemy, wounded 16, and captured 67 non-commissioned officers and
ivates plus four officers.*® And so ended one of the many small en-
igements of the Civil War.

- During the Civil War there were approximately 2000 major and
nor engagements, with all students of the great conflict knowing some-
ling about the larger battles such as Shiloh, Chancellorsville, and
fttysburg. However, the affair at Lockridge's Mills, and hundreds
Milar to it are largely unknown, yet they are full of human interest
Id are very important as far as local history is concerned. Also their
lc:ll effect on the total war effort—though hard to gauge—was not
fligible.
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