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During the Civil War, the Jackson Purchase region wag
whelmingly Southern in sentiment while, for the most part, the |
Kentucky remained loyal to the Union. In fact, the Purchase w
only region in the stafe where the vast majority of the people
secession. Because of its Southern sympathy, the region, which ¢
the Civil War encompassed Ballard, Calloway, Fulion, Graves,
man, Marshall and McCracken counties, became known as the *
Carolina of Kentucky.'"!

The intense Southernism of the Jackson Purchase was shown
clearly in the number of volunteers the region furnished to the
federate Army. The Purchase gave up more men io the Confe
Army and fewer men to the Federal Army than any other part
tucky. Approximately 5,500 Confederate volunteers were raised j;
seven counties as opposed to only 650 Federals.?

About 850 Confederate soldiers and 124 Federal soldiers
recruited in Ballard County. From Calloway County, 900 men seny
the Confederate Army, but forty-seven men fought for the Fe
Army. Fulton County sent approximately 450 Confederate soldi
one Federal soldier to the War. Nearly 1,400 men volunteered
Confederate Army from Graves County while 156 chose the Fe
Army. Six hundred Hickman countians wore the Confederate gres
only eleven donned the Federal blue. In Marshall County, about
volunteers left for the Confederate side and 221 enlisted in the Fei
ranks. Finally, 900 McCracken countians jocined the Confederate }
and eighty-eight went with the Federal Army.3

Aside from the Jackson Purchase, only seven other Ken
counties gave up considerably more Confederate than Union sole
About 2,100 Confederate and 608 Federal volunteers were enrolle
Livingston, Trigg, Union and Webster counties of western Kenh
while nearly 1,600 Confederates and 352 Federals were sworn i
Scott and Owen counties in the Bluegrass region. Logan County,
tobacco rich Pennyroyal region, furnished about 1,000 Confederati
408 Federals.* The remaining ninety-six counties of Kentucky
approximately 20,000 soldiers to the Confederate Army and ali
60,000 soldiers to the Federal Army.5

The first Confederate soldiers were recruited in the Jackson
chase shortly after the firing on Fort Sumter in mid-April 1861,
April 22 Confederate Secretary of War Leroy Pope Walker asked Ke
tucky Governor Berich Magoffin to send an infantry regiment to Harg
Ferry, Virginia.® But Magoffin, on April 15, had refused a call 1
President Lincoln for four Kentucky regiments and he likewise refi
Walker's request. Nevertheless, about 1,000 Kentuckians, inclui
228 men from the Purchase, responded to the Confederate Secretary
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n mid-May, these men arrived ot Harper's Ferry, were or-

i own: | : . : ;
thei’ eod into ten infantry companies and mustered into service as tha
Qar'f'zKem‘ucky Infantry Regiment.”
firs

The Purchase soldiers were raised by Edward Crossland, a former
representative, in Fulton and Hickman counties and by C. C.
wman in Calloway County. Crossland's 124 men, the "Alexander

gﬁardsr" became company "E" and Bowman's 104 men became com-

wp '8
pany k.
At Moscow, Kentucky, Crossland’s men were presented a Con-
erate flag by @ Miss Nannie Wilson on behalf of the women of
gulton County. Evidently Miss Wilson was a genuine Southern belle, as

ne of those present wrote:
o

| have often been dazzled by the blaze of beauty, but never
pefore beheld such perfect loveliness. All the harmony of
form and of soul was personified in this fair creature with
sweet poiriotfic lips, whose color mocks the rose. Rich, ripe,
and teeming with the dews of bliss."?

state

delivering a patriotic speech, Crossland received the flag.l® Such

r
o the way men sometimes marched off to war in 1861.

was
In May and June, Confederate recruiting in the Jackson Purchase
gined momentum. Four companies, numbering about 400 men, were

organized.

prew A. Qutlaw and a band of Hickman countians went to Union
City, Tennessee, and enlisted as company "K' of the Twelfth Tennessee
infantry Regiment. However, soon after the battle of Shiloh, Qutlaw
and his men were transferred to the Third Kentucky Infantry Regiment.l!

A company raised in McCracken County and southern lllinois by
thorndike Brooks and H. B. Cunningham was sworn in at Unicn City as
company “'G" of the Fiffeenth Tennessee Infantry Regiment. During the
Civii War, the Fifteenth Tennessee fought in nearly every significant
battle in the western theater, including Belmont, Shiloh, Stone's River,
Chickamauga, Chattancoga and the Atlanta Campaign. The regiment
loid down its arms at Greensboro, North Carolina, on May 1, 1865, as
part of General Joseph E. Johnston's army.12

Henry Clay King of Memphis, but formerly of Paducah, raised a
company in his notive McCracken County. These men, known as the
“Pillow Guards Number Two' entered service as company "K' of the
Twenty-first Tennessee Infantry Regiment. However, in September 1861,
on the order of General Leonidas Polk, the company was detached, and
along with three other companies recruited in the Jackson Purchase,
became King's cavalry battalion.1?

The “Magoffin Guards,” raised in Fulton County and southern
llinois by Frank Marberry, were assigned to the Fifth Tennessee Infantry

| 0s company “'L." The Fifth Infantry, organized at Paris, Tennessee, also

fO_Ugh’r in most of the western battles and surrendered at Greensboro
with Johnston's army.14



In July 1861 approximately 2,200 volunteers left the Purchqs
the Confederate Army. Colonel Lloyd Tilghman of Paducah led hj
man battalion of Kentucky State Guards (state militia) to Camp g
near Clarksville, Tennessee. Tilghman, a West Point graduate
Mexican War veteran, had resigned his Federal commission tg |
for the Confederate Army and his men eagerly enlisted.!5 :

At Camp Boone, the main enlistment point for Confederate y
teers from throughout Kentucky, the Guardsmen were joined by g
body of Purchase recruits and formed into nine infantry companie
them was added a Lyon County artillery company commande
Captain, and later General, Hylan B. Lyon. Like Tilghman, Lyon s
West Pointer and State Guard officer. In addition, he was the grap
of Revolutionary War hero and Kentucky Congressman Matthe

These ten western Kentucky companies became the Third Ker
Infantry Regiment. However, Lyon's company scon was detach
organized as an independent artillery battery. But Lyon passeg
command of his battery to Robert Cobb and then joined Congres
Henry C. Burnett of Trigg County in raising the Eighth Kentud
fantry Regiment. Cobb's battery became one of the most celek
artillery units in the Army of Tennessee.

Tilghman was elected colonel of the Third Kentucky, but in Og
1861 he was promoted to brigadier-general and placed in comma
Fort Henry, an important Confederate defensive position on the
nessee River. At this time, Albert P. Thompson, a prominent Pag
lawyer, became colonel of the regiment,16

The Third Kentucky fought in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth
Baton Rouge; in 1864 the regiment was mounted and put unde
command of the Confederate “‘Wizard of the Saddle," General N
Bedford Forrest. In June 1864 the Third Kentucky participated
battle of Brice's Crossroads, Mississippi, Forrest's greatest triumph
fought on with him to the end of the war. \

Company "A" of the Third Kentucky was recruited in Ma
County and company “B,” "The Llovelaceville Rifles,” was fo
men from Ballard, Graves and McCracken Counties. Companies *
“D" comprised McCracken countians, while Graves countians mag
company “E." At first, Lyon’s battery formed company “F." Despi
organization as an independent command in 1861, the battery wa
replaced by an infantry company until the spring of 1864. At that
the second company “F'"" was formed from a group of 88 Ballard C
recruits. The men of company “G" came from Marshall County
company “"H" was recruited in Calloway County. A band of F
countians made up company “'I'" while company "K' (in keeping
military custom there was no company ‘'J" in a Civil War ini
regiment on either side) was raised in McCracken County.1?

While the Third Kentucky was being formed up, James Moss
his “‘Columbus Rifles" showed up at Camp Boone and Lewis
arrived with a group of Graves County volunteers. Moss' 180 Bg

é

Hickman countians became company “A" of the Sezond Kentucky
ﬂnfgnﬂ'Y Regiment and Slayden's 146 men formed company "D of the
me regiment.’® In February 1862 the Second Kentucky was captured
* the battle of Fort Donelson and, in 1863, the regiment was ex-
dunged for Federal prisoners of war. The Second fought with the Army
f Tennessee at Chickamauga, Chatttancoga and in the Atlanta cam.-
3 ign. In 1865, after serving for a time as mounted infantry, the men
5?'},9 Second Kentucky surrendered in Georgia.1®

Also in July 1861, William Lindsey and a party of Fulton and
ickman countians crossed into Tennessee and enlisted as company “F"
of the Twenty-second Tennessee Infantry Regiment. But in May 1862,
I.iﬂd-"z‘%y and his men were transferred to the Third Kentucky as company
'IM-"

In September 1861 Camp Henry C. Burnett was laid out in Hick-
man County as a recruiting point for Confederate volunteers. There the
seventh Kentucky Infantry Regiment, numbering approximately 1,200
men, Was raised by Charles Wickliffe, a former state representative
from Ballard County and W. D. Lannom, a former state representative
from Hickman County.

The Seventh Kentucky fought at Shiloh, Baton Rouge, and Corinth
ond in 1864, along with the Third Kentucky, was mounted and assigned
to Forrest's cavalry. It remained with Forrest until the close of the war.2!

Company “A’” of the Seventh Kentucky contained men mostly from
fulton and Graves County. Company “B" was raised in Hickman County
while Ballard County contributed company “C."" Marshall and Calloway
gountians made up company D" and Graves countians company “E.”
Company “F" was also from Ballard County while company “G" was
wised in Calloway County. A party of Graves County men mustered in
os company “H" and a group of men from Fulton County enrolled as
company “'l."" A band of men from Desha County, Arkansas, was added
to the Seventh Kentucky as company “K." However, the Razorbacks
soon were assigned to the Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry and were re-
placed by C. P. Ray's Ballard County company. Ray and his men had
enlisted in the First Mississippi Valley Infantry Regiment.22

Throughout the fall of 1861, the Jackson Purchase continued to
fumish volunteers for the Confederate Army. R. H. Fristoe and a band
of 117 Graves countians became company “'C" of the Eighth Kentucky
Infantry Regiment.?? The Eighth Kentucky was captured at Fort Donelson
and was exchanged the next year. Then, in 1864, the regiment, along
with the Third and Seventh Kentucky, was mounted and put under
forrest. And like the Third and Seventh regiments, the Eighth Kentucky
fouggf with the celebrated cavalry general for the remainder of the
war.

Also in September 1861, Camp P. G. T. Beauregard, named for
the Confederate hero of Fort Sumter, was constructed near Feliciana, in
south Graves County. The camp served as a recruiting station and was
tlso a sort of halfway point between the strong Confederate positions
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W. W. Faulkner gathered 750 Purchase volunteers and organized
‘with a number of west Tennesseans to form the Twelfth Kentucky
Iry Regiment.??

at Columbus on the Mississippi River and Forts Henry and Donels

the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers. them

Cove
company “A” of the Twelfth Kentucky was raised in Calloway,
n and Graves Counties while company "B"" contained men from the

At Camp Beauregard, three companies, recruited in Callg
Graves and McCracken Counties, were added to Henry Clay |
company to form King's cavalry battalion. In April 1862 this 450

battalion, also known as “King's Hell Hounds,” was organi g counties and from Obion, Madison and Weakley Counties in
four Tennessee companies and two Alabama companies and desig ’am:essee. Company "'C" included men from Graves, Obion, Madison
the First Confederate Cavalry Regiment. The regiment, sometim :‘:& weakley Counties. Volunteers from Ballard, Hickman and

ferred to as the Twelfth Confederate Cavalry, was assigned to G
Joseph Wheeler's cavalry and fought at Perryville, Stone's River, |
amauga, Chattanooga, and in the Atlanta compaign. Then, in A
1864, the First Confederate Cavalry was detached and placed on g
duty with General John Bell Hood on his disastrous invasion g
nessee. Finally, the regiment fell under Forrest's command ang
rendered with him at Gainesville, Alabama, in May 1865.25

In October and November 1861, three other Purchase com
enlisted in the Confederate Army in Tennessee. On October 18 at
City, about 100 Calloway County men were sworn in as compan
of the Thirty-third Tennessee Infantry Regiment. The Thirty-thirc
nessee fought at Shiloh, Perryville, Stone's River, Chickamauga, €
nooga, in the Atlanta campaign, and in the battles of Franklig
Nashville. Finally, it surrendered in North Carolina with John
army.28

On November 4, about fifty men, recruited by J. N. Bol
Calloway County, mustered in as Bolen's Independent Cavalry
at Fort Henry. However, Bolen's small command was captured o
Donelson along with the Confederate garrison. In September 186
company was exchanged in Mississippi and spent the next ye
unattached service near Jackson and Meridian. For a time in
Bolen's company acted as General Johnston's escort, After 1863
records of the small Calloway County cavalry company are incom
However, according to sources in the National Archives, the com
was stationed at Demopolis, Alabama, in 1864 and during the
some of its members enlisted in the Third Kentucky.?” More than |
the company disbanded at some time in 1864 and its members j;
other Confederate organizations. '

cCracken Counties and from several west Tennessee counties formed
company “D." Ballard, Graves, Hickman, Marshall, Obion and Weakley
County men made up company “E" and company “F" was recruited in
Henry County, Tennessee. _Compcny "“G" comprised volunteers from

lloway end Fulton Counties while men from Fulton, Graves, Henry,
Hickman, and Marshall Counties made up company “H.” Company “I"
was raised in Fulton County and company “K' was recruited primarily
in west Tennessee. However, company "K' did contain a small number
of men from Kentucky and Missouri.30

In 1863, the Jackson Purchase also furnished two other Confederate
mounted commands. Some time in the early summer, thirty-three men
under a Captain Nelson of Marshall County enlisted in Colonel William
Hollis' Eleventh Kentucky Cavalry Regiment. However, in July, the

iment was severely beaten in an engagement with the Thirty-fifth
United States Cavalry. Hollis was killed and the Eleventh Kentucky was
hroken up. Most of the surviving men of the regiment enlisted in other
commands.3!

In Octcber, Captain Thomas Henderson of New Orleans organized
107 men from western Kentucky and western Tennessee into a cavalry
company known as the Henderson Scouts. The company was assigned
to General Forrest and served under him until the war ended.3?

To the end of the Civil War, Purchase men continued to slip
through the Federal lines to join the Confederate Army. Still others
dayed behind and organized themselves into roving guerrilla bands
which ambushed small parties of Federal soldiers, cut telegraph wires,
burned bridges, tore up railroad tracks and engaged in other such
forms of parfisan warfare. Much of the success of these mounted will-o-
the-wisps could be atiributed to sympathetic Purchase citizens who

At about the same time that Bolen raised his company I imes furnished them with food arid shelter

Melton raised a company of similar size also in Calloway County.
company, which mustered in primarily at Fort Henry, was design
Melton's Independent Cavalry Company and, like Bolen and his
met capture at Fort Donelson. But Melton, who had fought at B
as a second lieutenant in the Ninth Alabama Infantry, twice esd
from Federal prisons and returned to Kentucky. In the spring of
he recruited company “G" of the Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry. Melto
elected captain of the company, but in September 1864, he
from the Army to become a Confederate Secret Service agent in
tucky.28

Confederate recruiting in the Jackson Purchase did not end
the Union occupation of the region in early 1862. In the sprin

Thus, the Jackson Purchase region, unlike the rest of Kentucky, met
the Civil War with unbridled Southernism which manifested itself most
dearly in the number of soldiers, all volunteers, the region sent to the
Confederate Army.3® The region was indeed the “'South Carolina of
Kentucky."
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|t is interesting to note that the west Tennessee counties sent about the same
proportion of soldiers into the Confederate and Federal Armies as the Kentucky
portion of the Jackson Purchase. According to Lindsley’s Annals, Horn's Tennesseans
and J. P. Brownlow, Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Tennessee of the
Military Forces of the State from 1861 to 1866 (Nashville: S. C. Mercer, State
Printer, 1866), these counties furnished approximately 34,500 Confederate soldiers
and about 3,700 Federal soldiers.
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